January 2, 2011
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     The Epiphany of 

    the Lord
            The Magi found the Newborn King
Dear Parishioners,
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!


I hope all of you had a great Christmas!  I know  many of you had family gatherings and had a chance to visit others.  I remember as a child that our family would use the time between Christmas and New Years to visit people that we didn’t see very often, this was always a special gift.  This year having Christmas on Saturday, meant that I spent a lot of time in Church that weekend.  The liturgies were great.  The music was fantastic!  I know we are the envy of many parishes.  The Hare family again did a beautiful job of decorating the church.  I also enjoyed the Hispanic tradition of bringing their Baby Jesus from home to be blessed and then everyone sings a special lullaby.  It is very touching.  Fr. Joe was a great help to me, taking some pressure off.  He has been gone this past week.  I am planning on taking a few days off this coming week.


I know many of you are wondering where we are with the Church expansion.  We have run into a number of roadblocks.  The expansion plans mean that we have to get a variance from the city to expand toward Pine St.  The city seems very willing to give us a variance but this has raised issues among a number of parishioners.  Some think that we ultimately need to build a new church.  Some question doing anything with the tough economy, some still question whether a new Parish Center shouldn’t be our top priority, and some just don’t see the need.  We started this long-range planning several years ago and I am convinced we do need to look to the future and how the city and parish will grow.  
However, we are going to step back and take a deep breath right now.  I am very grateful for all the work the planning committee and Administrative Council has done and we will continue to look at this project.  We are now faced with the Archdiocesan Capital Campaign.  Some of you have already received material in the mail.  For the next month our Administrative Council and staff will have to be working with the Archdiocese to implement this campaign in our parish.  You will be hearing much more about this in the coming month. 


As we begin a New Year, I want to again express my love for this parish and all of you.  Being your pastor has been a great grace for me.  I look forward to working with all of you as we get ready to enter into the second century of this parish.

         A blessed and holy 2011 to all of you!!




Fr. William
The Week Ahead

Morning Prayer 7:30 am; Daily Mass 8 am.
Stewardship         We give back to God….
     Christmas
 



Envelopes:
 $ 4,446.00

Loose cash& checks
 $ 1,097.00



Total:       $ 5,543.00
     Weekend Collection



Envelopes
$ 1,370.00


Loose cash & checks
$ 1,112.00




Total:
    $ 2,482.00

Parishioners are encouraged to donate one hour’s pay per week to the parish, or 3% of income. The motive for this generosity is thankfulness for God’s goodness to us – an attitude of gratitude!  Thank you!
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Questions of the Week

Adults: How does my life reflect a true and patient search for the Lord? What sacrifices am I ready to make to pursue this search for the Lord?  

Children:  Where can I look for Jesus and find him? 

Faith Formation

Religious Education meets Sunday, January 2 and Sundays throughout January. 

Youth Group meets Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m.  Join us next Sunday, January 11, for XLT Praise & Worship in Church at 7 p.m. 
Parish News and Events

Just a reminder: St. Paul's Parish Community is hosting dinner on Wednesday, January 5th, and we can use all the help possible!  The first servers, 4:45 – p.m., replacement servers 6 - 7 p.m., dishes 5:15 to ??? and clean up crew 7 - 7:45 p.m.  Come, have fun with us, and enjoy a delicious meal!!! Call Carol Anderson (503-873-0426) to reserve your space to help!  
Parishioners, please continue thinking about items you can donate for our Parish Auction and Crab Feed on Saturday, March 26.  We are especially seeking “event” types of experiences, something out of the ordinary for the oral auction; and gift baskets with a theme, or just about anything for the silent auction. Join us for our weekly planning meetings on Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. in the KC room! 

Theology on Tap continues on Thursday, January 6 at 7 Brides Brewing Co. on First Street, at 6:30 p.m.  All are welcome (high school age and older)! 
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We Pray… 
Please pray for the sick and homebound of our parish, including: Kay Coskey, Mary Grimes, Tim Cain, Delora Guyer,  Peggy & Jerry Andresen, Pauline Beals, Margaret Olson,  Walt Cason, Tony Pfeifer,  Maria Porras, Mary Smith, Lorraine Sobczak, Leo Steffen, Gail Talbot, Harry Boehmer, Theresa Brundridge, Theresa Maurer, and Mary VanderVorste, 

Your Continued prayers are requested for the health of the following: Theresa Smythe, Brian Blair, Pat Hazecamp, Kathy Manion, Russell Talbot, David Vasquez, & Bev Dolan.

Ministry to the Sick and Homebound
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Holy Communion  can be brought to the sick or anyone unable to come to church. To arrange this service for yourself or for a loved one, please contact the Office at 503-873-2044.

Weekly bulletins may also be sent out by mail for those who become unable to attend Mass. 
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In the Area 

St. Paul Parish Breakfast on January 9, at the Community Hall, 20239 Main St. in St. Paul from 8:30-11:30 am.  Serving French Toast, Sausage & Eggs. Country Store & Raffle.  Adults $6, Children $4 , Families $23.  Bring your family and friends! 
[image: image14.wmf]Needing something to read? We have books, DVD’s, and video tapes available for check-out from our Parish Library, located in the Parish Center. Come in, browse, check something out! Perhaps you’re interested in lives of the saints, spirituality, grief & healing, Mary, books on the sacraments, theology, social justice, prayer, history, vocations, books for children and youth, and even a section with more contemporary titles. There is something for everyone, so come in and look around for something that appeals to you!  
Mass Intentions January 3 - 9
	M   
	Priest’s intentions

	T   
	+ Joe Sandaal from Tom & Ethel Unger

	W  
	+ Pat Cavanaugh from Knights of Columbus

	Th  
	+ Joe Sandaal from Gary & Joyce Wolfard

	F    
	+ Louise Miller from Don & Julie Wavra

	Sat  
	 Special Intention from Hildegard Linnebach
+ Clem Sobczak from Lorraine Sobczak

	Sun. 
	+ Willie & Ann Bean from Joyce & Gary Wolfard

+ Clem Sobczak from Knights of Columbus

St. Paul Parishioners



Prayer Support for our Military Service Personnel:  Rick Barnes, Philip Appleton, Casey Phillips and Christopher Hodson who are serving in Iraq or Afghanistan. 
We also recognize and remember in our prayers  Jeff Gerhards (Marine Corps) and Mitchell Gerhards (Navy) for their service to our country. 
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St. Jude’s Recycled Card Program

Don’t throw away those old Christmas cards! St. Jude’s Ranch for Children recycles your used Christmas, birthday, Thank you, and All / any occasion cards. This program for children teaches entrepreneurial  skills by allowing them to remove the front and attaching a new back. The result is a beautiful new card made by the children and volunteers. The benefits are two-fold: customers receive “green” holiday cards for use, and the children receive payment for their work and learn the benefits and importance of “going green.” 

    Only the card front can be used (please check to be sure the back side is clear of any writing, etc.). They prefer 5” x 7” or smaller.  Mail your card donations to:


St. Jude’s Ranch for Children


Recycled Card Program


100 St. Jude’s Street


Boulder City, NV  89005









