December 26, 2010
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                Holy Family
                         Family is Sacred
Dear Parishioners,
MERRY CHRISTMAS!!


Church glows this day with more than light fixtures could possibly render.  


We have walked in darkness.  Now we have seen a great light.  It has shone on us.  Now we are people of the Light.  We proclaim good news, tidings of great joy to be shared with everyone.  This day a savior has been born: the Messiah!  Almost everyone is touched by the birth of the savior.  We feel an upsurge of hope.  Today all are freed.  God is gifting humanity with divinity, with brotherhood and sisterhood.  God is stooping and bending down to us.  God’s favor rests on us.  This day our God has chosen to become one of us.  Touching God and being touched by God is our good news!  Touched, saved, made holy by our God Emmanuel, we are empowered to share with everyone the evangelistic message of possibility in the face of impossibility.  


Mangers, not palaces, become the significant havens of birth.  Poverty, not riches, brings power.  Service, not manipulation, is our strength.  In wonder that God would come into our lives in such an incredible manner, we too sing today with the angels:  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those on whom God’s favor rests.”


On behalf of all the staff here at St. Paul’s, we wish all of you a very Blessed Christmas!



Fr. William
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Stewardship         We give back to God….
 
Envelopes:

 $ 5,960.00

Loose cash& checks
 $   955.00



Total:       $ 6,915.00
Parishioners are encouraged to donate one hour’s pay per week to the parish, or 3% of income. The motive for this generosity is thankfulness for God’s goodness to us – an attitude of gratitude!  Thank you!

The Week Ahead

Morning Prayer 7:30 am; Daily Mass 8 am.
	S  26
	Mass

Spanish Mass
	8 & 10:30 am

12:00 Noon

	M 27
	Hispanic Praise & worship
	7:00 p.m.

	T  28
	
	

	W 29
	Coffee & - PC
	8:45 a.m.

	Th30
	
	

	F  31
	Hispanic Choir Practice 
	7:00 p.m.

	Sat  1
	Morning Mass

Reconciliation

Mass
	10:00 a.m.

4:00 p.m.

5:30 p.m.

	Sun 

  2
	Mass

Religious Ed

Religious Ed, Spanish

Spanish Mass

Bible Study, Hispanic group

Confirmation Class
	8 & 10:30 am

9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

12:00 Noon

1:30 p.m.

6:00 p.m.
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Faith Formation
Religious Education meets Sunday, January 2. 

At Sunday School this last weekend, we had a Manger full of hay waiting for Baby Jesus. We listened to the song, The Little Drummer Boy, and heard about the gift he gave Baby Jesus, the gift of his music on the drum. All the children then wrote down something they would give Jesus and placed the “gift” in the Manger. Here are some of the gifts our precious children would give their Savior (spelling not corrected):


A crib, marbles and flowers, Gold-Silver-Mercy, attendance at morning Mass 3 times during the winter break, Love & respect, a blanket, a new bed, a puppy (!), a picture, a song on the piano, my love & my joy, a teddy brare, a hourse, food, time in prayer, a music player to hang over his cradel, my Christmas spirit, barbi, a new manger, a (ed. Note: amazing!) maze, love, a doughnut, a house & a warm fire, new bed sheets & a pillow, my happiness, my good deeds to others & spread “thy Word” to my friends, “I love you, Jesus”, “…thanks is nowhere close to expressing my gratitude to Jesus for his gift to us!”


We have some very generous children in our Parish. Praise God! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all of us.
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Questions of the Week

Adults: Do I treat refugees and exiles today in the same way I would the Holy Family? How? Can I personally identify with what they went through?

Children:  Have I ever been in a strange place where I did not feel at home? What happened? 

Youth Group 

Tuesday, December 28, 1:30 – 8:30 p.m. –   a trip to the REAL. LIFE. Exhibit at Medical Teams International in Tigard, then we’ll have dinner, and after that we will proceed to the Grotto to see all the light displays, listen to music, and enjoy the sights and sounds of the season! Dress warmly for the Grotto.  Cost for the Grotto is $8 per person (partial scholarships are available), and bring money for your dinner and anything you may want at the Grotto. They have snacks, beverages (you know you’ll want some hot chocolate!), and a fabulous gift shop.  CHAPERONES AND DRIVERS ARE NEEDED! This would be a great family outing! Please contact Valerie or the Office if you are able to help with this.
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We Pray… 
Please pray for the sick and homebound of our parish, including: Kay Coskey, Mary Grimes, Tim Cain, Delora Guyer,  Peggy & Jerry Andresen, Pauline Beals, Margaret Olson,  Walt Cason, Tony Pfeifer,  Maria Porras, Mary Smith, Lorraine Sobczak, Leo Steffen, Gail Talbot, Harry Boehmer, Theresa Brundridge, Theresa Maurer, and Mary VanderVorste, 

Your Continued prayers are requested for the health of the following: Theresa Smythe, Brian Blair, Pat Hazecamp, Kathy Manion, Russell Talbot, David Vasquez, & Bev Dolan.

Ministry to the Sick and Homebound
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Holy Communion  can be brought to the sick or anyone unable to come to church. To arrange this service for yourself or for a loved one, please contact the Office at 503-873-2044.

Weekly bulletins may also be sent out by mail for those who become unable to attend Mass. 
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[image: image18.wmf][image: image19.wmf][image: image20.wmf][image: image21.wmf][image: image22.wmf][image: image23.wmf]Boredom setting in? We have books, DVD’s, and video tapes available for check-out from our Parish Library, located in the Parish Center. Come in, browse, check something out! Perhaps you’re interested in lives of the saints, spirituality, grief & healing, Mary, books on the sacraments, theology, social justice, prayer, history, vocations, books for children and youth, and even a section with more contemporary titles. There is something for everyone, so come in and look around for something that appeals to you!  
Mass Intentions Dec. 27 – January 2

	M   
	Priest’s intentions

	T   
	+ Victoria Casella from Mary Jean Loftis

	W  
	+ Dick Mulvehill from Nancy Larson

	Th  
	+ Alan Schmidt from Gary & Joyce Wolfard

	F    
	Bonnie Bean-Graham (for improved health)

                               from Gary & Joyce Wolfard

	Sat  
	----

+ Clem Sobczak from Knights of Columbus

	Sun. 
	+ Irene DeSantis from Jack DeSantis

+ Pat Cavanaugh from Knights of Columbus

St. Paul Parishioners
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[image: image25.wmf]Prayer Support for our Military Service Personnel:  Rick Barnes, Philip Appleton, Casey Phillips and Christopher Hodson who are serving in Iraq or Afghanistan. 
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FOR THE LOVE OF GOD


Today we focus our attention on Mary, Joseph, and the child Jesus, and the role of family in our lives. All children are God's creation and so, if you have children, you know that their upbringing is a huge responsibility, involving lots of hard work along with times of anxiety and distress as well as real moments of joy. You can easily relate to the story of Mary and Joseph and the frantic search for their missing child. You can understand the mixture of immense relief and annoyance when they find him after a long search. But maybe your family is not that ideal family most of us wish for, but is separated or divided by distance, disagreements, or divorce. Perhaps distance can be bridged by more letters, e-mails, phone calls, or visits; disagreements by sincere attempts to reconcile; and divorce--for all its pain and grief--by learning to love again. Healing the hurts begins in love. There are also many people among us who are single or who cannot have children, and others who have few or no family ties left. The kind of love called agape by the early Christians, sometimes translated as "charity" in the scriptures, is a Greek word that expresses a love greater than family love or sexual love; it is the love that God has for us and wants us to share with the world around us. If we each become aware that God loves us as beloved children, we can spread that love to those who are unloved in our words, in our deeds, and in our attitude. Don't wait, start now!

Copyright (c) 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.
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