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17th  Sunday of Ordinary Time
            He Glorifies Us
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,                                                                                            
So the Church gives to us in the Gospel reading today a reading which tells us something about this kingdom of God which, the Lord tells us, is within. He tells us it is like a buried treasure, or it is like a merchant's search for fine pearls. You notice that in each of these instances the people have to do some work to be able to find what is buried. The merchant has to search for the pearls and it is implied that he has searched long and hard. Finally, after a long time of searching, he finds that one pearl of great value and he is willing to sell everything that he has in order to buy that one pearl. Or like the person who is out digging in a field and finds a buried treasure: He goes and sells everything he has in order to purchase that field so he can get that treasure, which is going to be more valuable than everything else he owned anyway.


         What about for us? Are we willing to search for that buried treasure? Are we willing to dig and do whatever is required in order to find it? For most of us, that means it is going to have to be unearthed. It is buried within; how are we going to find it other than to dig it up, to do our part, and to try to work hard at trying to find that kingdom of God within? Parts of it we can see very easily, but it is to be conformed to the image of the Son of God. That does not come so easily and naturally to us; that requires a lot of work. But this is the way we gain wisdom.                                                                                  
It is wisdom that Solomon prayed for and God blessed him for that. If the Lord were to speak to you this morning from the tabernacle and say, "Ask for anything. Ask of Me a favor, whatever it is that you want," what would we ask for? The Lord blessed Solomon because he did not ask for riches, he did not ask for a long life, he did not ask for the life of his enemies; but rather, he asked for wisdom so that he could serve the people of God. You too have been entrusted with the care of the people of God. For those of you who are parents, immediately and directly you are entrusted with the care of these beautiful little souls that have been given to you by God. If you are a married person, you are also entrusted with the soul of the other person who has given himself or herself to you and whose care you have taken to yourself. If you have a supervisory position at work, you are entrusted with the care of the souls beneath you. Whatever the circumstances may be, each one of us somewhere along the line is entrusted with the care of others, whether that be family or friends, persons in the workplace, whatever it might be. So we need to ask ourselves, "What would I ask for? Would I ask for the grace and the ability to take care of the people God has entrusted to me, to be able to serve them well and to do what is best for them? Or would I selfishly ask for something for myself? Would I ask so that I can have what it is that I want?" You see, if we find ourselves asking for things that are completely selfish, we understand then exactly why it is that God has to crucify us, why it is that we must be conformed to Jesus Christ Crucified: because it is the only way we are going to die to self so that we can live for God and for those entrusted to our care.                                                                                               
Now what happens is that we fight it. Most of us even get angry at God when these things happen to us. Some people even walk away from their faith; then when they hear a statement like "All things work together for the good" they stomp their feet and they walk off angry and say, "That is not true." But it is true, if we would see it from a different perspective. If we are looking at it selfishly and we say, "I did not get what I wanted," then we would have to say, "See, all things did not work together for the good as I determined the good to be." But all things work together for the good if we are willing to do it God's way, if we are willing to see what He is asking of us, because He wants only the very best. We want what we think is the best and usually it is what we think is the best for ourselves. Even in a moment of apparent charity where we are thinking about the good of the other, because of our limited ability we are not always able to see what is truly the best. And so we do not always get what we ask for, even if it is for the good of someone else, because God does not merely want their good - He wants what is their best. If He has a better way, a more perfect plan, something which will the serve the needs of those people even better than what we were asking for, He will not answer the prayer the way we ask for it; but rather, He will simply do what is the best and answer our prayer in a way that we would not even be able to ask because we did not have the ability to be able to see what was truly the best. So what we need to be able to do is learn how to pray and ask God, not for specific things necessarily, but for His Will, to be able to cooperate with Him, for the grace to be able to seek and to do what is best, for the grace to do His Will in all things.  

                                                                                                     

   In Christ’s Love,              





          James  
The Week Ahead

Morning Prayer 7:30 a.m.; Daily Mass 8:00 a.m.
	S 24
	Mass 

Share & Prayer Bible Study, Par. Cntr

Spanish Mass
	8:00 & 10:00 

9:15 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

	M 25
	Hispanic Charismatic Group
	7:00 p.m.

	T 26
	
	

	W 27
	Coffee & Conversation
	8:45 a.m.

	Th28
	
	

	F  29
	Hispanic Choir Practice
	7:00 p.m.

	Sat  30
	Reconciliation 

Mass
	4:00 p.m.

5:30 p.m.

	S 31
	Mass

Share & Prayer Bible Study, Par. Cntr

Spanish Mass
	8:00 & 10:30 

9:15 a.m.

12:00 p.m.


Stewardship       We give back to God….


Envelopes:
 $ 4,111.00


Loose cash& checks
 $    930.00




Total:            $ 5,041.00
      July Parish Pay:   $ 1,682.00                          

       
Second Sunday for SACA donations: 206# of food, 
        making our total for this year: 1,510 lbs. 
    Only 490# more until we reach a TON this year!
*****************************************
***********************************************************************

As you enjoy your summer vacation, please don’t forget to make your weekly or monthly Offertory contribution, because parish expenses don’t go on vacation! 
***********************************************************************

Questions of the Week  
Adults:  What are the words that best describe my understanding of the kingdom of God?
Children: How do I know that God is the King of the world? 
**********************************************

Parish News and Events  

Reasons to become a Catechist

Catechists tell the truth.  In today’s chaotic world, people are searching for what is real and what isn’t. Catechists are like the little boy who told the emperor he wasn’t wearing any clothes. Catechists speak the truth about God, faith, and morals. The world needs the message of the Gospel and the way to true happiness; as a catechist, you offer a hungry world that sustenance.

Sharing the faith is an honor.  It is estimated that fewer than one percent of Catholics are catechists. If you have been approached to be a catechist, or if you feel the call, you are being asked to do something special for God, for our Church, and for your fellow Catholics. 
        excerpts from column by W. Koenig-Bricker Stay tuned for more reasons in the coming weeks!
Theology on Tap continues to  meet the 2nd and 4th Thursdays each month, at 6:30 p.m. in the Seven Brides Tap Room.  It is important to note that Theology on Tap is not a course.  The individual meetings do not necessarily depend on one another, and there is nothing to join or enroll in.  Everyone can come whenever and as often as they like.  Of course, the more the merrier!
***********************************************************************

There are platters, bowls, etc., left over from various parish events that you may pick up in the Parish Hall Kitchen.  Any still here by August 1 will be donated away. 

***********************************************************************
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Looking Forward
[image: image15.wmf]A New Parish Directory is being planned! Dates scheduled for  family and individual portraits are  August 19, 20, & 23. Scheduling begins this weekend, so gather your family and reserve your space after Mass.  This will be a great opportunity to get your family’s portrait taken before the holidays! Each individual or family group who participates receives one FREE 8” x 10” portrait.  Our Parish Directory won’t be the same without you!
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Applause!

Congratulations to: 

   Taylor Unger, winner of the Grand Champion Award for Western Riding at the 2011 Marion County Fair. 
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Faith Formation
 
﻿REGISTRATION for Religious Education is requested before August 14.   Registration forms are available at the office or online at www.saintpaulsilverton.org
 
We are seeking teachers for next year.  If you would like to help in any way, please call Sr. Rocio at 503-873-2044 or Cathy at 503-602-1968.  God Bless you! Consider this your invitation to do something special for God and for our parish family!
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In the Area
Concerts at the Creek presents ROBIN MARK, August 6 at 8 p.m.. Sponsored by Silver Creek Fellowship. $5 per person, or 2 cans of food. Gates open at 6 p.m., bring your own lawn chairs. Special presentation by Mission of Hope and Marion Polk Food Share. 

Habitat for Humanity The North Willamette Valley is encouraging low-income families to apply now for a Habitat Home being built in 2011. Call 503-845-2434, visit kzilverberg@nwvhfh.org, or visit nwvhabitat.org for more information.  A packet of information is also available in the Parish Office.   
.   

We Pray… 
Please pray for those who have asked for our prayers. These include Tami Mellen,  Fr. Joe, Bruno Lethe, Tanya Little, Drew Boedigheimer, Marie Zielinski, Gail Dominick, Tim Cain, Delora Guyer, John Manion, Russell Talbot,  Peggy & Jerry Andresen, Juanita Constante.
For the elderly and homebound of our parish family, may we remember them and pray that their infirmities bring them closer to our Lord. We remember: Harry Boehmer, Pauline Beals, Mary Smith, Tony Pfeifer, Margaret Olson, Walt Cason, Theresa Brundridge, Theresa Maurer, Madeline Atangen, &  Mary Vander Vorste.
Please call the parish office to place someone on the list,

or to notify us they are in better health. 
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Scripture Readings for the Week
	   M 
	2 Corinth. 4”7-15              Matthew 20:20-28

	   T
	Exodus 33:7-11; 34:5b-9; 28  Matthew 13:36-43

	W
	Exodus 34:29-35            Matthew 13:44-46

	Th
	Exodus 40:16-21, 34-38    Matthew 13:47-53

	F
	Leviticus 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37   

                                     John 11:19-27

	S
	Leviticus 25:1, 8-17         Matthew  14:1-12

	S
	Isaiah 55:1-3              Romans 8:35, 37-39

                     Matthew 14:13-21


	M 
	Priest’s Intentions

	T  
	+  Tom Hynes from Hildegard Linnebach

	W 
	 Linnebach Family from Hildegard Linnebach

	Th 
	+  Patti Battin from Corrine Cartabiano

	F  
	+ Bruno Lethe (for health & peace)
                from Hildegard Linnebach

	S  
	----

+ Joe Sandaal from Hildegard Linnebach

	S   


	+ Tom Hynes from Dave & Gini Lowash

+ Bill Farrell from Funeral Luncheon Team

St. Paul Parishioners


              
Mass  Intentions
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Liturgical Ministers – 5th Sunday


5:30 pm


Assistant:   Bob Schaefer        Lector:  Jan Schaefer

Euch. Min.: Maureen & Rich Gerig, Debbie Wiesner

Altar Servers:  Beverly Ferguson

Music:  Sound of Joy

8:00 am

Assistant: Dave Bielenberg    Lector: Marti Wilgus

Euch. Min.: Christy Sander, Chris Fleshman

Altar Servers: 

Music: Fifth Sunday Singers

10:30 am


Assistant: Rick Talbot   Lector:  Theresa Kelley  


Euch. Min:  Ted Seeber, Gracie Garcia, Sarah Miller

Altar Servers: Owen & Shauna George

Music: Bill Steffen Group


Prayer Support for our Military Service Personnel:  Rick Barnes, Philip Appleton, Casey Phillips & and Joseph Inskeep, who are serving in Iraq or Afghanistan. We also recognize and remember in our prayers  Sean Peters, (Air Force), Jeff Gerhards (Marine Corps), Mitchell Gerhards and Jason Wriggelsworth (Navy) for their service to our country. 

YOUTH  GROUP  CORNER  
Coming events:

Swimming Days: Sunday, July 24, 1 – 4:00 p.m. and

Sunday, August 21, at the home of Gene Pfeifer, 1392 S. Water St..   You MUST wear water sox or shoes. Please bring a snack to share. Invite a friend! Questions? Call Valerie at 503-871-1667.  

Praise & Worship in the Grass, followed by roasting marshmallows!  Wednesday, August 10 from 8 – 9:30 p.m.

World Youth Day in Madrid. We will celebrate this event on Thursday, August 18.

Outdoor Movie Night on Wednesday, August 24. 

Attention Teens:  Needing a spiritual pick-up this summer?  Join Valerie for daily Mass on Monday and Friday mornings at 8:00 a.m., and then gather for donuts and social time afterward!  
*Check out this week’s bulletin insert for more info!



Please remember St. Paul’s Church in your Estate Planning.     


     Consider donating 5% of your estate to St. Paul Church.

















Because of the advertisers shown on the back page, our bulletin is printed weekly at no cost to our parish. We thank them for their support!














